PUBLISHED NOTICE
What if the defendant cannot be personally served?
If the defendant cannot be personally served, the plaintiff must file the affidavit of attempted service and publication summons and notice form SC-5160.  This must be filed prior to initial return date to avoid a court appearance.

How is service by publication obtained?
Fill in the blanks of this form with the correct information.  File your published notice (original and three copies) at the clerk of courts office.  A date and time for an adjourned return date can be selected from the small claims calendar and are held on the first (1st) and third (3rd) Wednesdays of each month at 1:15 pm.  Publication is accomplished by placing a single notice in the legal section of any newspaper likely to give notice to the person affected and mailing a copy of the summons and complaint along with published notice to the defendants last known address.  Publication of this notice must be at least eight days prior to the initial appearance date.

What do I bring to court on the adjourned return date?
An "affidavit of publication" should be obtained from the newspaper and filed with the court on or before the adjourned return date before a judgment may be obtained. Publication fees charged by the newspaper must also be submitted at this time.

What if the defendant does not appear at the adjourned return date?
If the defendant fails to appear at the adjourned return date a default judgment may be entered.  Plaintiff must be present in order to obtain the default judgment; failure to appear will result in the case being dismissed.

