HEARING ON CONTEMPT

What if more than 15 days have elapsed from the date of entry of judgment and the judgment debtor has not returned the "Order for Financial Disclosure and Disclosure of Assets" or paid the judgment?
The judgment creditor may schedule a hearing on contempt to bring the defendant into court.

How do I schedule a hearing for contempt?
Complete the top portion of the Petition and Order for Hearing on Contempt, form SC-507 and have your signature notarized.  File three copies of the petition at the Clerk of Courts office, a court date will be assigned and the Judges signature obtained.  Copies of the petition will then be returned to the judgment creditor.

What should I do with the Petition after it is returned to me?
This petition must be personally served on the debtor.  An affidavit of service must be obtained and filed with the Clerk of Courts office prior to the contempt hearing.
Do I need to appear at the contempt hearing?
The creditor is required to appear at the contempt hearing date or the motion will be dismissed.

What if the debtor does not appear?
If the debtor fails to pay judgment, provide financial disclosure or appear at the scheduled contempt hearing, the court may impose sanctions.  If the court orders issuance of a warrant, it will be necessary for the judgment creditor to provide the court with the debtor’s date of birth.

What if the debtor does appear?
The court may allow the debtor to purge him or herself by completing the court provided financial disclosure form which will be given to the judgment creditor.  This will allow the creditor to pursue collection on the judgment.  A judgment in your favor does not automatically result in the payment of money.  You may want to consult an attorney or collection agency for advice on collections.

