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OZAUKEE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY COMPLETED 

Ozaukee County and 14 cities, villages, and towns are working to cooperatively prepare a multi-jurisdictional County comprehensive plan.  Each city, village, and town will also complete or update its own local comprehensive plan as part of the cooperative process.  A countywide public opinion survey has been conducted as part of the planning effort.  This was the first countywide survey conducted by Ozaukee County on planning and development issues.  Opinions expressed through participation in the survey will help guide preparation of the Ozaukee County comprehensive plan. The survey is one of several public participation tools being used to gain citizen input during the comprehensive planning process. 

The survey includes a wide range of questions from planning and development topics such as housing, transportation, agricultural and natural resources, land use, and economic development.  Example responses include: 41 percent of respondents said the County needs a lot more moderately priced single family homes, 69 percent said that maintaining existing streets and highways should be a high transportation priority, 70 percent of respondents would support expansion of the Ozaukee Interurban Trail, 75 percent of respondents would support a County dedicated fund to buy and preserve natural areas in Ozaukee County, and 71 percent of respondents feel preserving small town character should be a high land use priority. 

The University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee Center for Urban Initiatives and Research (CUIR) conducted the survey on behalf of the County.  A random sample of 406 households throughout the County was contacted by telephone during the month of March.  The survey sample is statistically significant with a 95 percent confidence level.  Results of the survey are documented in a report produced by the UWM - CUIR staff with the assistance from the Ozaukee County Comprehensive Planning Citizen Advisory Committee, Ozaukee County Smart Growth Committee, and the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission, University of Wisconsin – Extension Ozaukee County, and Ozaukee County Planning, Resources and Land Management Department staff.  The report includes descriptive statistics, narrative, and a summary.  A PowerPoint presentation has also been prepared summarizing the report.  Both the survey report and PowerPoint summary are available on the Ozaukee County website at www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/smartgrowth.  Copies of the survey report are also available at the Ozaukee County Planning, Resources, and Land Management Department located in the County Administration Center, at all public libraries in the County, and at the municipal halls in the 14 cities, villages, and towns participating in the cooperative planning process.

Mail-in questionnaires for the countywide survey were made available on the Ozaukee County website and at municipal halls and libraries for citizens who wished to participate in the survey but were not contacted by telephone.  Results of the mail-in surveys are currently being tabulated and will be made public upon completion.

Additional community telephone surveys were conducted by UWM during month of May.  The community surveys included questions specific to the eight cities, villages, and towns that chose to conduct a community telephone survey.  Local results are still being tabulated.  Generally, those communities that chose not to conduct a community survey had recently conducted, or plan to conduct, their own local survey.  

In addition to the surveys, a number of opportunities to participate in the planning process are outlined in the public participation plan for the Ozaukee County multi-jurisdictional comprehensive plan.  The public participation plan can be viewed on the County website or at local libraries.  Comments may be made at any time during the planning process by contacting Andrew Struck at the Ozaukee County Planning, Resources, and Land Management Department at (262) 238-8275, or at astruck@co.ozaukee.wi.us, or Ben McKay at the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) at (262) 547-6721, extension 229, or at bmckay@sewrpc.org.
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